The myocardial matrix and the development and progression of ventricular remodeling.
Our conceptual framework of chronic heart failure is based upon the neurohormonal model. In this construct, neurohormonal systems that provide short-term homeostasis remain activated after a myocardial injury, producing progressive ventricular dysfunction and worsening heart failure. However, this model fails to explain several important clinical phenomena, that can be explained by an expanded model of heart failure that focuses on myocardial matrix events as the triggers for disease progression. This model embraces the neurohormonal model and integrates the roles of the immune system and the myocardial fibroblast within the matrix to more fully describe the initiation and progression of the disease.